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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-23 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 

U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 

Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-8, 10, 12, 14-21, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being unpatentable by Esposito (US Patent Publication No. 2001/0051906 A1). 

A. As per claim 1 , Esposito discloses a computer-implemented method 
for renewing a benefit product, said method comprising: 

i. providing a carrier with a renewal request for a current 
benefit plan, wherein said current plan includes cun^ent plan 
information (Esposito; par. 0009); 

ii. responding to a broker by providing a renewed plan 
(Esposito; par. 0023 and 0024); 

iii. saving said renewed plan by said broker in a system 
database, thereby archiving said current plan and renewing said 
benefit product (Esposito; par. 0035 and 0071). 
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B. As per claim 2, Esposito discloses the computer-implemented method 
for renewing a benefit product of claim 1 , wherein said current plan 
information has at least one member of the group consisting of a benefit 
summary, a specific plan information, an eligibility rule, a rate and a 
message (Esposito; par. 0073). 

C. As per claim 3, Esposito discloses the computer-implemented method 
for renewing a benefit product of claim 1 , wherein said renewed plan has 
at least one member of the group consisting of an updated plan 
Information, an updated rate infonnation, or no changes at all, to the 
current plan (Esposito; par. 0051 ). 

D. As per claim 4, Esposito discloses the computer-implemented method 
for renewing a benefit product of claim 1 , wherein said renewal request is 
generated by said broker (Esposito; par. 0024 and 0025). 

E. As per claim 5, Esposito discloses the computer-implemented method 
for renewing a benefit product of claim 1 , wherein said renewal request is 
generated by a system (Esposito; par. 0009). 

F. As per claim 6, Esposito discloses the computer-implemented method 
for renewing a benefit product of claim 1, wherein said renewal request 
comprises an e-mail message to a carrier containing a URL leading to a 
renewal request summary for a client (Esposito; par. 0009 and 0045). 

G. As per claim 7, Esposito discloses the computer-implemented method 
for renewing a benefit product of claim 4, wherein said renewal request 
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comprises plans selected by said broker, a due date, a carrier instruction 
and a file attachment (Esposito; par. 0009). 

H. As per claim 8, Esposito discloses the computer-implemented method 
for renewing a benefit product of claim 5, wherein said renewal request 
comprises all current plans up for renewal (Esposito; par. 0009). 

I. As per claim 10, Esposito discloses the computer-implemented method 
for renewing a benefit product of claim 6, wherein said renewal request 
summary comprises at least one member of the group consisting of a 
current benefit summary, plan information, rate infomriation and a carrier 
instruction (Esposito; par. 0035). 

J. As per claim 12, Esposito discloses the computer-implemented method 
for renewing a benefit product of claim 1 , wherein said renewed plan 
provides a change in benefit summary and plan information of said benefit 
product (Esposito; par. 0037). 

K. As per claim 14, Esposito discloses the computer-implemented method 
for renewing a benefit product of claim 1 , wherein said benefit product is 
selected from the group consisting of medical Insurance, dental insurance, 
vision insurance, life insurance, std insurance, LTD insurance, death 
benefits, term life insurance, workers compensation, a section 125 plan, a 
stop loss plan, whole life insurance, variable life insurance, annuities, 
mutual funds, IRA, travel accident and accidental death and 
dismemberment, employee assistance programs, individual homeowner's 
insurance, renter's insurance, auto insurance, umbrella liability insurance. 
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health insurance, non-qualified retirement plans, and 40^{k) plan 
(Esposito; par. 0037). 

L. As per claim 1 5, Esposito discloses the computer-implemented method 
for renewing a benefit product of claim 4, wherein said renewal request is 
tracked by said broker prior to sending to said carrier (Esposito; par. 
0009). 

M. As per claim 16, Esposito discloses a system for renewing a benefit 

product, said system comprising: 

I. a renewal module for sending a carrier a renewal request 
having a current plan having plan information, wherein said carrier 
renews said cun'ent plan by updating said plan Information to 
generate a renewed plan accessible by a broker (Esposito; par. 
0037); and 

ii. a system database coupled to said renewal module for 
closing said renewal request, making effective said renewed plan 
and archiving said current plan (Esposito; par. 0035 and 0071). 
N. As per claim 17, Esposito discloses the system for renewing a benefit 
product of claim 16, wherein said archiving of said current plan is 30 days 
after said renewed plan is effective (Esposito; par. 0077). 
O. As per claim 18, Esposito discloses the system for renewing a benefit 
product of claim 16, wherein said current plan comprises a benefit 
summary, plan infomriation, eligibility rules, rates and messages (Esposito; 
par. 0073). 
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P. As per claim 19, Esposito discloses the system for renewing a benefit 
product of claim 16, wherein said renewal request is generated by a 
broker (Esposito; par. 0025 and 0026). 

Q. As per claim 20, Esposito discloses the system for renewing a benefit 
product of claim 16, wherein said renewal request is generated by said 
system (Esposito; par. 0009). 

R. As per claim 21 , Esposito discloses the system for renewing a benefit 
product of claim 16, wherein said renewal request comprises an e-mail 
message to a earner containing a URL leading to a renewal request 
summary for a client (Esposito; par. 0009). 

S. As per claim 23, Esposito discloses the system for renewing a benefit 
product of claim 16, wherein said benefit product is selected from the 
group consisting of medical insurance, dental insurance, vision insurance, 
life insurance, std insurance, LTD insurance, death benefits, term life 
insurance, workers compensation, a section 125 plan, a stop loss plan, 
whole life insurance, variable life insurance, annuities, mutual funds, IRA, 
travel accident and accidental death and dismemberment, employee 
assistance programs, individual homeowner's insurance, renter's 
insurance, auto insurance, umbrella liability insurance, health insurance, 
non-qualified retirement plans, and 401 (k) plan (Esposito; par. 0037). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomis the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this tide, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

5. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Esposito (US Patent Publication No. 2001/0051906 A1 ) in view of Segal (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,615,181 B1). 

A. As per claim 9, Esposito discloses the computer-implemented method 

for renewing a benefit product of claim 6, 

Esposito falls to expressly teach the renewal request summary 
comprises a census and attachment for said client per se, since it 
appears that Esposito is more directed to a method and apparatus 
for automatically distributing, recording, monitoring, and re-creating 
communications to participants of an employee benefit plan. 
However, this feature is well known in the art, as evidenced by 
Segal. 

In particular, Segal discloses a renewal request summary 
comprises a census and attachment for said client (Segal; col.3, 
lines 19-29). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to have combined the a method and 
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apparatus for automatically distributing, recording, monitoring, and 
re-creating communications to participants of an employee benefit 
plan with the renewal request summary comprises a census and 
attachment for said client with the motivation of based upon the 
census data generate insurance documentation including premium 
structure. (Segal; col. 8, lines 56-62). 
6. Claims 1 1 , 13, and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Esposito (US Patent Publication No. 2001/0051906 A1) in 
view of Mangin et al. (US. Patent No. 6,078,890). 

A. As per claim 1 1 , Esposito discloses the computer-implemented method 
for renewing a benefit product of claim 1 , 

Esposito fails to expressly teach the renewed plan provides 
a change in rate of said benefit product per se, since it 
appears that Esposito is more directed to a method and 
apparatus for automatically distributing, recording, 
monitoring, and re-creating communications to participants 
of an employee benefit plan. However, this feature is well 
known in the art, as evidenced by Mangin et al. 
In particular, Mangin et al discloses a renewed plan provides 
a change in rate of said benefit product. (Mangin et al.; col.1, 
line 66tocol.2, line 11). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to have combined the a 
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method and apparatus for automatically distributing, 
recording, monitoring, and re-creating communications to 
participants of an employee benefit plan with the renewed 
plan provides a change in rate of said benefit product with 
the motivation of all data and calculations are automatically 
perfomied again using the most current information stored in 
database. (Mangin et al.; col. 3, lines 44-47). 

B. As per claim 13, Esposito discloses the computer-implemented method 

for renewing a benefit product of claim 1 , 

Esposito fails to expressly teach carrier and said broker 
negotiate said renewed plan per se, since It appears that 
Esposito is more directed to a method and apparatus for 
automatically distributing, recording, monitoring, and re- 
creating communications to participants of an employee 
benefit plan. However, this feature is well known in the art, 
as evidenced by Mangin et al. 

In particular, Mangin et al discloses carier and said broker 
negotiate said renewed plan (Mangin et al.; col.1, line 66 to 
col.2, line 11). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to have combined the a 
method and apparatus for automatically distributing, 
recording, monitoring, and re-creating communications to 
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participants of an employee benefit plan with carrier and 
broker negotiate renewed plan with the motivation of 
subsequent rate renewal and qualitative analysis. (Mangin et 
al.; col. 2, lines 11-17). 
C. As per claim 22, Esposito discloses the system for renewing a benefit 
product of claim 16. 

The obviousness of modifying the teaching of Esposito to include 
the carrier and broker negotiate renewed plan (as taught by Mangin 
et) is as addressed above in the rejection of claim 13 and 
incorporated herein. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The cited but not used prior art teach "Automated contract 
negotiator/generation system and method" 6,067,531 A, "Automated insurance 
system and method" 2002/0002475, "Managing health care resources" 
2002/0035529," Insurance marketing method and system" 2002/0046063, 
"System and method for facilitating selection of benefits" 2002/0049617, "Vehicle 
lease exchange method & system" 2002/0099618, "Method and Apparatus for 
Internet on-line insurance policy service" 2002/01 16228, "System and method for 
building and manipulating a centralized measurement value database" 
2002/0186818, "Method of customizing a browsing experience on a world-wide- 
web site" 6,734,886 B1, "Alert notification system" 6,816,878 B1. 
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8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Dilek B. Cobanoglu whose telephone number 
is 571-272-8295. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on 571-272-6776. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

9. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Infomiation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more infomnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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